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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Weather Servicebuilding sits atop a modest elevation on the west side of Classen
Boulevard, The 100 x 150-foot site was purchased from Epworth University in 1904 for
$10,00, On it the Bureau erected a two-story brick bullding, over a full basement,
Dimensions were 36 feet by 45 feet, Across the east front was a rather formal full-
width porch with projecting center protico., Fluted columns supported the uncovered
second story deck, protected by ornamental balustrade, as was the porch itself, Porch,
a roof-level projected cornice running around the house, and all exterior trim was
painted white,

The first floor had two halls to accommodate five rooms and a half-bath. Second
floor had six rooms and a bath off a single hall, The basement had six rooms and a
half-bath in addition to vault and furnace room, There was also a detached wood frame
two-car garage, 18 x 20 feet, with concrete floor. Construction throughout was solid
and meant to last, Walls were all brick, not brick faced, Interior woodwork was of
quality pine from southeastern Oklahoma., A now unused stairway led from the second
floor to the building's flat room that accommodated the bureau's weather observation
instruments,

Interior changes over the years have been minimal, Although the present owner has
adapted the space avallable to best meet the needs of his business, he is appreciative
of the building's past and dedicated to preserving its historic values, Under a layer
of government green paint he has discovered fine graining in the woodwork, and is in
the process of restoring it., Outside he plans no structural changes, wanting merely to
restore shrubs and add a protective fence in keeping with building's still handsome
classic style,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Perhaps no one under 50 can fully appreciate the special significance of the two-
story, red brick house being nominated here for the National Register - the "old" United
States Weather Bureau bullding, For in a quite literal sense television today has given
"the weather" an entirely new face,

A half-century ago in a city like Oklahoma City the Weather Bureau was usually a
single civil servant and "the weather" was his daily report and forecast as duly noted
in the local newspaper ... along with whatever art work the editor demanded and advertis-
ing revenues justified. Today that single newspaper "face" has lost its pre-eminence,
having been pushed aside by a proliferation of television stations, each with its own
weatherman or weathermen (and. indeed, weatherpersons) and their assorted electronic
gear, satellite print-outs, animated props, and general show business know-how,

Before television, then, the weather tended to have but one face, not many. It was
the newspaper picture, And, in Oklahoma City that picture was almost sure to include
the brick "Weather Servic® at 1923 Classen Boulevard (a handsome building on a terrace
overlooking a busy thoroughfare) and/or the figure of J. P. Slaughter or Harry F, Walgren,
Each was a personallty, rather than a faceless bureaucrat, Each headed the Oklahoma
City office for many years, Each was always willing to grant an interview or g0 along
with whatever gag photo the reporter might think up (holding a hand out the window to
see If it was raining or walking with an umbrella on a bright and sunny day predicted

for rainfall), The "Weather Servicd building was indeed a long-familiar part of the
Oklahoma City scene,

* ¥ *

The Weather servicesite is in the NE quarter of section 29 (Township 12 North,
Range 3 West, I, M,) and was opened to settlement in the run of 1889, After changing
hands several times the east half of the quarter was purchased on Jan, 17, 1901, for
$5,000, by Charles F, Colcord and F, B, Zieglar, The two early-day civic leaders
filed a plat for the Colcord & Zieglar Addition on February 16, On May 21, 1902, both
men joined Anton H, Classen, Margaret McKinley, and John W, Shartel to form the University
Development Company, incorporated for $200,000, The company filed a plat for the
University Addition on June 16 and 52 acres of the addition were promptly sold for $1,00
to the newly organized Epworth University Corporation. The school (present Oklahoma
City University) opened on Sept. 10, 1904, But six months earlier, on March 9, Epworth
had sold to the Secretary of the Agriculture (for $10,00) a 150 x 100-foot site in the
northeast corner of the campus-to-be ... "to be used solely for Weather Bureau purposes, "
In the event the Weather Bureau moved to another location the site vas to be returned
to Epworth with all  "the appurtenances thereunto belonging . ., ." '
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The government did indeed move, in 1956, and the property was reclaimed
by OCU, It was sold in 1958 and operated for a number of years as a business
school, The present owners purchased the property in 1971, using it as
headquarters for their insurance agency, Although the interior has been
adapted somewhat for business purposes, the exterior remains unchanged - the
long~time "face" of Oklahoma City's U, S, Weather Bureau,
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No. 8, Significance (Addendum: June 1978)

It will be ncted that, in response to your comments, we are deleting the
"Science" designation as an Area of Significance and designating instead
"Social/Humanitarian," This should have been done to begin with as it conform
much more closely to the gist of our brief - that the Weather Service Building
itself, largely because of the long tenure of two of its chiefs, was an
important, recognizeable feature of day to day 1life in Oklahoma City and much
of Central Oklahoma for half a century. '

The red brick Weather Service Building was in use from 1904 to 1956,
J. P, Slaughter was chief from 1905 to 1932, when he died only a short time
before his retirement. Harry F. Walgren took over from him and served as
chief until his retirement in 1943, The two men - both, as noted before,
were distinct personalities, their names quickly recognized by most area
residents = thus tended to personify Oklahoma "weather" for 38 of the 52
years the service operated from atop the low ridge at 1923 Classen,

It should perhaps also be added for the benefit of those who have
never lived on the Great Plains that weather here is not just a convenient
conversational ploy. Weather has always been and continues to be a topic of
day-to-day interest and concern., In a very real sense it is a matter of
economic life and death., This was particularly true in the "Dirty Thirties,"
the decade of the tragic Dust Bowl when prolon gﬂ&% Efoundly changed the face
and indeed the entire lifestyle of vast sections of the Southern Plains, MNr,
Slaughter anéd then “r, Walgren WERE the Oklahoma weather service during this
difficult period.

T
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